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of which are usually in charge of members of the Indian CiNntService,
and the  other two of Deputy-Collectors recruited in IndiaS^ltt^i^
are Hosur, comprising the HOSUR, KRISHNAOIRI, and          . .   ^"^a***i

DHARMAPURI taluks ; Tiruppattur, comprising TIRUP- Administration-
PATTUR and UTTANGARAI ; Namakkal, comprising NAMAKKAL and TIRU-
CHENGODU ; and Salem, comprising SALEM and ATUR. A tahslldar is in
charge of each taluk, but in only four taluks is there a stationary sub-
magistrate for magisterial work, which in the other five is entrusted
to a sheristaddr magistrate. Ten deputy-tafct/ddrs are subordinate to
the fahsllddrs. There is the usual staff of superior officers, with the
addition of the second District Forest officer already mentioned.

Civil justice is administered by the District Judge, aided by a Sub-
Judge who sits for part of the year at Salem, and by five District
Munsifs. Criminal justice is dispensed by the Sessions Court, the
divisional magistrates (who have the usual first-class powers), and the
subordinate second-class magistrates. Much of the crime is committed
by the Pallis and the Kuravans already referred to, Dacoity has been
more than usually prevalent of late.

The land revenue history of Salem District is of considerable interest,
as the beginnings of the ryotwdri system were evolved here. The old
native method was to rent out the country by villages or other small
areas to the village headmen or other lessees. Captain Read, the first
Collector of the District, took charge in 1792. Government instructed
him to effect a settlement for a term of five years with the cultivators
themselves. To do this, Read, with the co-operation of his Assistants,
Graham and Munro, surveyed all the land in the District and fixed
a money assessment on the fields, the operations being completed in
five years (1793-7). During the time the survey was in progress a
change had come over Read's opinions ; and, on December 10,1796,
he issued his famous order which gave ryots the option of holding their
land either under the old lease system or under annual settlements, the
latter mode allowing them to give up early in each year whatever land
they might not care to cultivate that year, and to retain for any length
of time such land as they wished, subject to the payment of assessment
for it. This was the germ of the ryotwdri system; but the revenue
system of Bengal, where Lord Cornwallis had introduced permanent
settlement, was extended to Madras by the Government of India. In
1802 Read's ryotwdri settlement was cancelled by the appointment
of a special commissioner, who, in the next three years, parcelled out
the District into 205 mittahs (estates), which were sold at auction to the
highest bidders and held on fixed rents. The zammddn system was
a failure. Owing to the high rates at which the rents were fixed and
the low margin of profit remaining to the mittahddrs, the sums payable
by them fell into arrear, their mittaks were in consequence attached